
 Empowered by Executive Order 9066, the military issued orders 
 like the one shown here to force Japanese Americans from 
 their homes. The orders were posted in public for all to see, 
 causing Japanese Americans additional humiliation and fear.

 Then Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson later said, “to loyal 
 citizens this forced evacuation was a personal injustice.” Then 
 Associate Justice of the Supreme Court William O. Douglas 
 later stated that these government-sanctioned actions were 
“…ever on my conscience.”

The Mochida family was one of the 161 families taken by bus to the Tanforan detention center. 
The children, ages three to seventeen, were U.S.-born citizens. Military-issued identification tags 
labeled both family members and luggage.

Photo by Dorothea Lange. May 8, 1942. 
Moriki Mochida family.
Courtesy of the National Archives.

The military gave the Japanese Americans one week to prepare for departure and allowed them to take only 
what they could carry. Personal belongings packed during this chaotic time are shown lined along Watkins Street. 

All members of the Japanese American community lost their freedom. Most lost their homes, businesses, 
and personal property. They even had to leave their pets behind.

Photo by Dorothea Lange. May 8, 1942.
Courtesy of the National Archives.

`is marks the location where, on May 8, 1942, more than 600 men, women, and children 
of Japanese ancestry boarded buses on Watkins Street bound for a detention center at the 
Tanforan racetrack across the bay. ̀ e move was part of the U.S. military’s rapid forced removal, 
exclusion, and mass incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans living on the West Coast.

`ese actions were initiated by Executive Order 9066, signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in the early months of World War II. “Military necessiy” was cited as the rationale, although 
immigrants from other enemy nations and their descendants were not subjected to the same 
mass treatment.
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