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Hayward City Council adopts new sidewalk 
vending ordinance 

 
HAYWARD, Calif., Oct. 26, 2023— The Hayward City Council gave final approval last week to new 
regulations and guidelines for sidewalk vending in the City including the establishment of a new 
permitting program for sidewalk vendors. 
 
The new ordinance, which takes effect on Nov. 17, brings Hayward into alignment with 2019 state 
legislation that decriminalized sidewalk vending in California and is intended to provide a pathway for 
sidewalk vendors to operate lawfully in the City and in a manner that is both compatible with local 
businesses and protects public health. 
 
Under the changes, sidewalk vendors will be required to apply for and obtain a Hayward Sidewalk 
Vending Permit prior to any vending on sidewalks.  Vendors who propose to sell food will also be 
required to first obtain a Mobile Food Facility Permit from the Alameda County Department of 
Environmental Health. 
 
As part of the process, sidewalk vendors will be required to provide basic contact information such as 
their name, mailing address and phone number, describe the food or merchandise to be sold, and 
indicate if they intend to be stationary or roaming and if they will be operating as an agent of another 
individual, company, partnership or corporation. 
 
The fine for illegally operating without a sidewalk vending permit ranges from $250 for a first offense to 
up to $1,000 for each additional violation.  Repeat violations of other regulations are punishable by fines 
ranging from $100 to $500 per incident. 
 
To learn more, go online here to the City’s website, where educational information and a schedule of 
educational workshops will soon be available.  Until then, questions and requests for additional 

https://hayward-ca.lt.emlnk9.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuaGF5d2FyZC1jYS5nb3YlMkZjb250ZW50JTJGc2lkZXdhbGstdmVuZGluZy1vcmRpbmFuY2UtdXBkYXRlJTNGdXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzREFjdGl2ZUNhbXBhaWduJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQlM0RIYXl3YXJkJTJCQ2l0eSUyQkNvdW5jaWwlMkJ0byUyQmNvbnNpZGVyJTJCU2lkZXdhbGslMkJWZW5kb3IlMkJPcmRpbmFuY2UlMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM0QxMDA1MjNfVGhlJTJCU3RhY2slMkJFeHRyYV9IYXl3YXJkJTJCQ2l0eSUyQkNvdW5jaWwlMkJ0byUyQmNvbnNpZGVyJTJCU2lkZXdhbGslMkJWZW5kb3IlMkJPcmRpbmFuY2U=&sig=9kPKMXCMcCMdJxHb3snnwBZQhoYKgcYpuz4ikdbwHTeZ&iat=1698093948&a=%7C%7C68428592%7C%7C&account=hayward-ca%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=hBBld9CJcYazuA3cNAgc3q97CA5ojR09vSaX5K6HJNnFdtXlcA%3D%3D%3AJzzDaTS9PqLuvXa2DF5oXrm%2FzaBO0dIz&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&i=368A831A1A5126
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information can be directed to Hayward Senior Planner Rozalynne Thompson at 
Rozalynne.Thompson@hayward-ca.gov and (510) 583-5552. 
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